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Folklor Calismalarindan Bir Yildiz Kaydi:
Dan Ben-Amos ve Hatirasi

Arzu Oztiirkmen
Bogazigi Universitesi - Bogazici University

Sevgili hocamiz, doktora tez danigmanim Profesér Dan Ben-Amos’u 26 Mart
2023 giinii kaybettik. Kendisi uluslararasi folklor camiasinin 1970’lerden bu yana
yakindan tanidig1 bir simaydi. Hem kendi yasam Oykiisii hem de folklor disiplininin
yakin donem tarihgesinin onemli bir karakteri olarak arkasinda dnemli bir birikim
birakti. Dan Ben-Amos “Folklorda Yeni Perspektiflere Dogru” akimimnin kurucu te-
orisyenlerinden biriydi.' 19701i yillara damgasini vuran “folklor, kii¢iik topluluklar
icindeki sanatsal iletisimdir” tanimini yaparak, folklora 19. ylizyildan beri atfedi-
len “kirsallik,” “anonimlik” ve “kolektiflik” kavramlarinin 6tesine gecilmesine kapi
acan bir folklor kuramcistydi.

Dan Ben-Amos 3 Eyliil 1934°te Filistin’de, karmasik bir cografi ve tarihsel
baglamda diinyaya gelmistir. Cocuklugu 2. Diinya Savasi’nin travmatik haberleri,
ilk gencligiyse Israil devletinin kurulma siirecine rastladigi igin “uluslagsma”
konusunun kendi hayat hikayesinin merkezinde yer alan bir konu oldugu
diisiiniilebilir. Ben-Amos 1961 yilinda Kudiis Ibrani Universitesi'nden mezun
olduktan sonra egitimine Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde devam etme firsatini
bulur. Esasen folklorcu olmaya karar vermesi hakkinda oldukca agik sozlii bir
anlatida bu siirecin nasil tesadiifler sonucu bir nevi “kismet” olarak karsisina
¢iktigin1 anlatir:

“Folklor okumaya nasil bagladim? ... Size derin bir entelektiiel krizden, mistik bir va-
hiyden ya da en azindan beni folklorun kirsal diinyasina yonlendiren bir i¢giidiiden
bahsetmek isterdim - ama ne yazik ki, bunlarin higbiri degil...Calismalarima Kudiis te-
ki Ibrani Universitesi’nde Kutsal Kitap galigmalar1 ve Ingiliz edebiyati dalinda basla-
dim. Kisa bir siire sonra, Kutsal Kitap alaninin ¢alismak istedigim konu olmadigini
fark ettim... Ibrani Edebiyat1 Boliimii'nde ders almak istedigim hocalar arasinda Dov
Noy, girig dersiyle es zamanli seminer dersini de almama izin veren tek kisiydi, boy-
lece bir yil kaybetmeden yola devam edebildim. Mezun olduktan sonra folklor ¢a-
lismalarina devam etmek istedim ve Profesér Noy, o zamanlar folklor alaninda dok-
tora programi sunan tek kurum olan Indiana Universitesi’ndeki Folklor Béliimii’ne
kaydolmami 6nerdi. Ve bdylece sicak bir yaz giinii Bloomington, Indiana’ya vardim.
Otobiisten indikten sonra yanlis bir film setine girmis gibiydim. Burasi bir iiniversite
kampiisii olamazdi. Insanlar verandalarinda oturmus, sandalyelerinde sallantyor, sigara
tiittiiriyorlardi. Folklora olan biitiin inancimi birakip hemen geri donmek istedim, ama
yapamadim. Zira Indianapolis’e giden bir sonraki otobiis sadece aksam saatlerinde kal-
kiyordu. Zaman 6ldiirmek i¢in bes saatim vardi, ben de belki de kendime bir ev bulup
burada kalabilirim diye diisiindiim. O zamandan beri folklor ¢aligmalarinda kaldim."?

1 Bkz. Americo Paredes & Richard Bauman (der.). 1972. Towards New Perspectives in Folklore. Publications of
the American Folklore Society.
2 Bkz. https://www.sas.upenn.edu/folklore/faculty/dbamos. Ulasim tarihi 20.04.2023.
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Bu samimi anlati, aslinda Dan Ben-Amos’un kalender ve mizahi karakterini cok
giizel yansitryor. 1960’11 yillarda folklor alanina 6zgiin ve kuvvetli bir merak duyan
arastirmaci sayisi ¢ok da yiiksek degildi. Ulasim ve iletisimin zor ve kisitli oldugu bu
yillarda Dogu Akdeniz’den Amerika’nin Orta-Batisina gitmek orada donmemecesi-
ne uzun yillar kalmak anlamina geliyordu. Dan Ben-Amos da geng bir arastirmaci
olarak dgrenimine Indiana Universitesi Folklor Enstitiisii’'nde devam ederek 1964
yilinda Master ve 1967 yilinda doktora derecesini aldi. Bunu takiben 1966—67 yillar1
arasinda Kaliforniya Universitesi’nde Antropoloji alaninda ise basladi. Daha sonra,
1967 yilinda Pennsylvania Universitesi, Folklor ve Halk Yasami (Folklore and Folk-
life) Boliimiinde basladig1 6gretim tiyeligine 2023 deki vefatina kadar devam etti.

Dan Ben-Amos’un Ibrani halk edebiyatina duydugu ilgisi ilk esi Paula Ben-
Amos’la Afrika’da Benin’de yaptig1 saha arastirmalar1 ile mukayeseli bir ¢erceveye
tasinmistir. 1990°larda Pennsylvania Universitesi’nde verdigi “Nesir Anlatilar1” (Pro-
se Narrative) dersi kendi saha galismalarinin yaninda Tiirkiye dahil diinya halk edebi-
yatinin ulagilabilir kiilliyat1 iizerine olugturdugu 6nemli bir bilgi birikimini kapsardi.
Bu birikiminde uluslararasi dgrencilerinin aragtirmalarinin da énemli bir pay1 oldu-
gunu sdylerdi. 1991 yilinda “Nesir Anlatilar1” dersi kapsaminda benden Pertev Naili
Boratav’in yazilarmi kullanarak Tiirkiye’de destan anlatilar1 iizerine bir ¢alisma yap-
mamu istemisti. Dan Ben-Amos’un “milli kiiltiir” alanina olan ilgisi kuskusuz kisisel
tarihinde boyle bir siireci kendisinin de deneyimlemis olmasiyla yakindan iligkilidir.
Ama ayn1 zamanda 1980’lerde gelisen milliyetcilik ¢calismalarini da en yakindan takip
eden folklorculardan birisiydi. Heniiz internetin olmadigi ve bilgi akisinin oldukga
kisitlt oldugu o donemlerde Benedict Anderson, Ernst Gellner, Anthrony Smith ve
Eric Hobsbawm’in yayinlarini belki de ¢ogu folklor 6grencisi 1990°larin basinda ilk
kez kendisinden duymustur.> Ben-Amos un nesir anlatilar alaninda tizerinde durdugu
Oonemli bir bagka alan da kuskusuz “yapisal analiz” olmustur. Post-modern diisiincenin
artik demode buldugu yapisalcilik yaklasimini Ben-Amos klasik kiiltiir calismalarinin
bir belkemigi olarak goriir ve gayet ciddiye alirdi. Kendisinin halk edebiyati cerce-
vesinde odaklandigi bu yaklagiminin halk oyunlar1 arastirmamda “folklor oynama”
teriminin yapi-bozumunu anlamamda biiyiik katkisi olmustur.*

Esasen Dan Ben-Amos’un halk edebiyati iizerine verdigi dersini “Nesir Anlatila-
r1” olarak adlandirmasinin da altin1 ¢izmek gerekir. Hocamiz folklorda “tiir” (genre)
teorisi lizerine olan ilgi ve hassasiyetiyle, hikayeciligin masal, destan, fikra, efsane
gibi farkli tiirlerine mukayeseli ve metinlerarasilik bakis agisiyla yaklagmay1 6nem-
serdi. Bu baglamda, folklorun tanimi kadar folklorda tiir teorisi iizerine yazan en
o6nemli kuramcilardan biri olmustur. Towards New Perspectives in Folklore (Folk-

3 Bkz. Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism.
London, New York: Verso; Gellner, Ernest. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University
Press; Smith, Anthony D. 1983. Theories of Nationalism. New York: Holmes and Meier Publishers; Hobsbawm,
Eric. 1990. Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Program, Myth, Reality. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

4 Bkz. Arzu Oztiirkmen. 2003. “Folklor Oynuyorum”, Kiiltiir Fragmanlari: Tiirkiye de Giindelik Hayat, der. Deniz
Kandiyoti, Ayse Saktanber, Metis Yaymlar1 ; Arzu Oztiirkmen. 2007. “The Multiple Faces of Meaning in the
Structural Analysis of Modern Turkish Folk Dance Tradition,” Dance Structures: Perspectives on the Analysis of
Human Movement, der. Adrienne L. Kaeppler & Elsie Ivanchic Dunin. Budapest: Akademiai Kiado, s.349-356.
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lorda Yeni Perspektiflere Dogru) kitabina yazdigi “Folklorun Baglami I¢inde Bir
Tanimina Dogru” adli 6nemli makalesinde, hikayeciligin gdsterim baglamina dikkat
ceken Oncii folklorculardan olmustur.® “Folklor, kii¢iik topluluklar igindeki sanatsal
iletisimdir” tanimi1 modern etnografik calismalara ve kent baglamindaki farkli gos-
terim tiirlerine bambaska bir yaklagimi miimkiin kilmistir. Ayni sekilde 19. ylizyil
boyunca milli arsivlerde derlenen ve bir tiir zamansizlasan folklor derlemelerinin
tarihsel etnografik baglamlarinda yeniden degerlendirilebilmelerine de kapt agmis-
tir. Folklor ¢aligmalarinda 1970’lerde Amerika’da gelisen bu 6nemli paradigma
degisimi, 20. yiizyilin ilk yarisinda uluslasma siireci i¢inde yayginlasan milliyetci
sOylemin Otesine gecebilen yenilik¢i bir teorik yaklasim getirmisti. Bu baglamda,
disiplinin kurucu hocalarindan Richard Dorson ayni y1l yayinladig: “Folklor ve Halk
Yasami1” adl1 kitabinda aralarinda Dan Ben-Amos’un da oldugu bu yeni yaklagimin
oncii folklorcularini radikallikleri baglaminda “folklorun Jon Tiirkleri” olarak ta-
nimlamistir.°

“Nesir Anlatilarinin” yanisira, Dan Ben-Amos’un1990’lardaki 6grencilerinin
biiyiik bir katilimla aldiklar1 bir diger ders de “Folklor Tarihine Giris” dersi olmus-
tur. Bu ders de uluslagsma siirecleri i¢inde, kendi iilkelerinde folklor1 ilk kez aras-
tiran oncl figilirlerin hayat hikayelerini kapsardi. 1980’lerde Avrupa folkloru {ize-
rine dnemli bir ¢alisma yapan Giuseppe Cocchiara’y1 pek ¢ok folklorcu belki de ilk
kez Dan Ben-Amos’tan duymustur. Ayni sekilde Almanya’da folklorun asiri
milliyetcilikten ayristirilmasi (denationalization) kavramini ortaya koyan yazarlar-
dan Herman Bausinger’in “Teknoloji Diinyasinda Halk Kiiltiirii” adli kitabinin
Ingilizce’ye gevirilmesine 6ncii olmus ve kitabin énemini uluslararasi1 okuyuculara
aciklayan 6nemli bir 6ns6z yazmuistir.”

Dan Ben-Amos’un Osmanli’dan Cumhuriyet donemine gegiste folklor ¢alisma-
larinin tarihgesi lizerine yonelmemde biiylik bir etkisi olmustur. Bu baglamda 1993
yilinda tamamladigim “Tiirkiye’de Folklor ve Milliyetgilik adl1 doktora tezimi yaz-
digim donemde tez yazim anlatisinin poetikasi hakkinda ¢ok &nemli tespitleri ol-
mustu. Nesir anlatilart uzmanlhigiyla, tez yaziminin anlatisinin da her hikayede olan
belli kirilma noktalari, heyecanli detaylari ve siirprizleri olmasi gerektigini diisiiniir-
dii. Yaziyla kurdugu bu iliski, doktora tezimden, kendisine ithaf ettigim son makale-
me kadar akademik yazim konusunda benim igin yol gosterici olmustur. Kendisi de
yazarlig1 kadar ayn1 zamanda ¢ok iyi de bir hikayeciydi.

Dan Ben-Amos’un ¢alisma hayati, 2000°1i yillarla birlikte yeni bir seyir aldi.
Pennsylvania Universitesi de pek cok Amerikan {iniversitesinde Beseri Bilimler

5 Bkz. Dan Ben-Amos. 1972. “Toward a Definition of Folklore in Context”, Americo Paredes and Richard
Bauman (der..) Toward New Perspectives in Folklore, University of Texas Press, s.3-15; Dan Ben-Amos. 1977.
“The Concept of Genre in Folklore”, Studia Fennica, 20: 30-43; Dan Ben-Amos (ed.). 2014. Folklore Genres.
American Folklore Society Bibliographical and Special Series Book 26.

6 Bkz. Richard M. Dorson. 1972. Folklore and Folklife: An Introduction. University of Chicago Press.

7 Bkz. Giuseppe Cocchiara. 1981. The History of Folklore in Europe. Institute for the Study of Human Issues; Dan
Ben-Amos (1990) “Foreword,” Folk Culture in a World of Technology, Hermann Bausinger, Indiana University
Press, s. vii-x.
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alaninda yasanan kan kaybindan nasibini alinca, 1962 yilinda kurulan Folklor ve
Halk Yasami1 Bolimi 1999 yilinda kapatildi.® Boliim hocalarinin kadrolar1 bagka
bolimlere aktarilirken, Dan Ben-Amos da calismalarina Asya ve Ortadogu Ca-
lismalar1 Boliimiinde devam etti. Bu siire¢ aslinda kendisinin belki de uzun siire
erteledigi Ortadogu folkloru ve Yahudi masallari {izerine daha yogun bir bigimde
egilmesini sagladi. Hazirladig: g ciltlik “Yahudi Masallar1” kitap dizisi Safardik
gelenek, Dogu Avrupa ve Arap diinyasinda anlatilan bir masal kiiltiiriiniin ¢esitli-
ligini ortaya koyar.’

Dan Ben-Amos’un belirleyici 6zelliklerinden birisi de folklorun kurumsal kiil-
tiirline ve kurumlarin siirdiiriilebilirligine verdigi énem olmustur. 1988 yilinda ilk
kez katildigim Amerikan Folklor Kurumu’nun yillik toplantisinda, ayni zamanda
kurumun 100. y1l kutlamalarina denk gelmis ve folklor alaninin kurucu hocalarinin
hepsini bir arada gérme imkanim olmustu. Ilk kusak hocalarimizdan vefat edenler
ve erken emekli olanlar oldugundan, bu tiir biiyiik toplantilar ne yazik ki ¢ok uzun
sirmedi. Dan Ben-Amos, 1977’den 1980’e kadar Amerikan Folklor Kurumu’nun
yonetim kurulunda gorev alarak ve Amerikan Folklor Dergisi’nin 1981-1984 yil-
lar1 arasinda yardimer editorliigiinii ve 1988-1990 yillar1 arasinda da kitap editor-
l[igiini iistlenerek icinde yetistigi bu kuruma 6nemli katkilar sunmustur. Hemen
her yil diizenli olarak kurumun yillik toplantilarina gelir ve orada da Pennsylvania
Universitesi’nde ¢alismasina ragmen, Indiana Universitesi’nin sosyal toplantilarina
da muhakkak katilirdi. Bu baglamda, 6zellikle yurdisindan gelen 6grencileri olarak
ona bu siirekliligi sagladigi icin tesekkiir bor¢luyuz. Dan Ben-Amos 2014 yilinda,
tam da hakettigi bicimde, Amerikan Folklor Kurumu’nun ‘Yasam Boyu Bilimsel
Basar1 Odiili’nii almustir.

Kendisiyle Tiirkiye’den Pennsylvania Universitesi’ndeki Folklor ve Halk Ya-
sam1 boliime katilarak doktora tezi yazan degerli arkadasim ve meslekdasim Mel-
tem Tiirk6z’le sik stk hocamizin kulaklarini ¢inlatmigizdir.! Esasinda ikimizin de
kendisiyle ¢calismamizda dnemli bir etken Dan Ben-Amos’un Tiirkiye hakkindaki
bilgisi ve samimi meraki olmustur. Gengligini Ortadogu kiiltiirii i¢inde gecirmis
biri olarak “sohbet” tiirii Dan Ben-Amos’un ¢ok asina oldugu bir kiiltiirel formdu.
Sohbet, hocamizin ders verme sekline de yansidigindan, dersleri yavag anlatimi ve
mizah anlayisi bir ¢gok Amerikali 6grenciye zaman zaman diger hocalardan farkli
gelirdi. Meltem ve benim i¢inse, Dan Ben-Amos neredeyse bir Osmanli Beye-
fendisini andiran uslubuyla bize ¢ok asina bir karakter olarak gelirdi. Uluslarara-

8 Esasen 1962 yilinda Pennsylvania Universitesi’nde kurulan Folklor ve Halk Yasami Boliimii daha ¢ok tanimrli-

&1 olan Indiana Universitesi Folklor Enstitiisiinden (1965) daha evvel kurulmustur.

9 Bkz. Dan Ben-Amos, Dov Noy & Ellen Frankel (eds). 2006. Folktales of the Jews I: Tales from the Sephardic
Dispersion, Jewish Publication Society; Dan Ben-Amos, Dov Noy & Ellen Frankel (eds). 2007. Folktales of the
Jews 2: Tales from Eastern Europe, Jewish Publication Society; Dr. Dan Ben-Amos. 2011. Folktales of the Jews
3: Tales from Arab Lands, Jewish Publication Society.

10 Bkz. Meltem Tiirkéz. 2004. The Social Life of the State’s Fantasy: Memories and Documents on Turkey’s
Surname Law of 1934. Doktora tezi, Pennsylvania Universitesi; Meltem Tiirkdz. 2017. Naming and Nation-
Building in Turkey: The 1934 Surname Law. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
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st Halk Anlatis1 Arastirmalart Kurumu’nun Eyliil 2015°de Ankara’da diizenlenen
toplantisina geldiginde pek ¢cok Tiirk folklorcuyla tanismak firsati bulmaktan ¢ok
hosnut kaldigini bizlerle paylasmisti. Ankara’ya gitmeden evvel, kendisini ve
esini Meltem Tiirk6z’le beraber agirlama firsatimiz oldu. Daha sonraki yillarda
da Amerikan Folklor Kurumu’nun toplantilarinda bir araya gelmeye devam et-
tik. Kendisiyle son yazismam 2020 yilinda kendisine tesekkiirlerimle ithaf ettigim
“Jon Tirkler Zamaninda Folklor: On Dokuzuncu Yiizyil Osmanli Diislincesinde
Yeni Bir Disiplinin Konumlanmasi” adli makalem sonrasinda olmustu.'" Kendi
kusagina atfedilen Jon Tiirklik baglamini da hatirlatarak bana yolladigi mesajin
bir boliimiinii burada paylagsmak isterim: “Bir Jon Tiirk olarak makaleyi okumak-
tan c¢ok keyif aldim... Bu bes entelektiielin isimlerini hatirlayip onlar1 ve
fikirlerini dogru yere yerlestirebilmem i¢in hald birka¢ kez daha okumam
gerekiyor, ancak bunu yapmak da bir 6grenme deneyimi olacak... Ingiltere, Orta
ve Kuzey Avrupa ile ABD’nin, folkloru kendi {iilkelerinin entelektiiel haritasina
yerlestiren ciddi diisliniir ve akademisyenlere sahip tek yer olmadiklarini
bilmemizin hepimiz i¢in 6nemli oldugunu disiiniiyorum.”!?

Bugiin Meltem Tiirk6z Amerikan Folklor Kurumu’nun, bense Amerikan Folk-
lor Dergisinin yonetim kurulunda gorev yaparken, kuskusuz Dan Ben-Amos’un
tedrisatindan ge¢mis olmamizin biiylik 6nemi var. Bilgisi, insan iliskileri ve i¢inde
yetistigimiz disipline olan tutkusuyla sevgili hocamiz Dan Ben-Amos’u ¢ok 6zle-
yecegiz.

11 Arzu Oztiirkmen. 2020 “Folklore in the Time of Young Turks: Situating a New Discipline in Nineteenth Centu-

0 Thought”. We Folldore 19/2-3- 139-178
12 1 Temmuz 2020, e-posta.
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A Star Fell from Folklore Studies : The Memory of Dan Ben-Amos
Arzu Oztiirkmen

Bogazici University

On March 26, 2023, we lost our dear professor and PhD thesis advisor,
Professor Dan Ben-Amos.

Since the 1970s, he was a well-known figure in the international folklore
community. He left behind a significant body of work, both in his own life history
and as a key figure in the history of folklore studies. Ben-Amos was a founding
theorist of the “Toward New Perspectives in Folklore” movement. ' He was a
folklore theorist whose definition of folklore as “artistic communication in small
communities” dominated the 1970s and made it possible to move beyond the 19th-
century notions of “rurality,” “anonymity,” and “collectivity” ascribed to folklore.

Dan Ben-Amos was born in Palestine on September 3, 1934, in a complex
geographical and historical setting. Since his childhood coincided with the traumatic
news of World War II and his early adolescence with the establishment of the state of
Israel, it is reasonable to presume that the issue of “nation-building” dominated his
life. Ben-Amos was able to pursue his education in the United States after receiving
his diploma from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 1961. In fact, in a rather
candid account of his decision to become a folklorist, he describes this process as a
kind of “fortune” that occurred through a succession of coincidences:

“How did I begin to study folklore? ... I would have liked to tell you about
a profound intellectual crisis, a mystical revelation, or at least an ideological
motive that guided me into the green pastures of folklore -- but alas, none of
these... I began my studies at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, majoring
in Biblical studies and English literature. Soon I realized that Biblical Studies
was not the subject [ would have like it to be... Of the teachers in the Hebrew
Literature Department whose courses | wanted to take, Dov Noy was the
only one who allowed me to take his advanced seminar simultaneously with
his introductory course, thus enabling me to meet the requirements without
losing a year. After graduation I wanted to continue my studies of folklore
and Professor Noy recommended that | enroll in the Folklore Department
at Indiana University, which at the time, was the only institution to offer a
doctoral program in folklore in the country. And so one hot summer day [
arrived in Bloomington, Indiana After I got off the bus I was sure that I had
wandered into the wrong movie set. This could not have been a university.
People were sitting on their porches rocking on their chairs or swinging,
chewing and spitting tobacco. I wanted to drop the whole idea of folklore
and go back home immediately, but I could not. The next bus to Indianapolis
was leaving only in the early evening. I had five hours to kill and thought

1 See Americo Paredes & Richard Bauman (eds.). 1972. Towards New Perspectives in Folklore. Publications of
the American Folklore Society.
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that maybe I would look for an apartment and stay after all. I remained in
folklore studies ever since.””

This sincere narrative reflects Dan Ben-Amos’s casual and humorous character
quite well. In the 1960s, there were not many researchers with a genuine and intense
interest in folklore. In those days, when transportation and communication were
difficult and limited, traveling from the Eastern Mediterranean to American Midwest
meant staying there for years without returning back home. Dan Ben-Amos continued
his education at the Indiana University Folklore Institute as a young researcher,
obtaining a master’s degree in 1964 and a doctorate in 1967. From 1966 to 1967, he
held apposition in the Anthropology Department at the University of California,
Berkeley. He then joined the University of Pennsylvania’s Department of Folklore and
Folklife in 1967, where he remained until his passing in 2023.

Through his fieldwork in Benin, Africa with his first wife, Paula Ben-Amos, Dan
Ben-Amos’s interest in Hebrew folk literature was placed into a comparative context.
In the 1990s, his “Prose Narrative” course at the University of Pennsylvania included
not only his own fieldwork, but also a substantial body of knowledge on the corpus of
folk literature from around the world, including Turkey. He used to assert that the
research conducted by his international students was also crucial to this knowledge. In
1991, as part of his “Prose Narrative” course, he requested that I conduct a research on
Turkish epic narratives using the works of Pertev Naili Boratav. Undoubtedly, Dan
Ben-Amos’s interest in “national culture” is closely related to his personal experience
with nation-building process. He was also one of the folklorists who closely followed
the development of nationalism studies in the 1980s. In the early 1990s, when there
was no Internet and the flow of information was limited, many folklore students may
have learned about the works of Benedict Anderson, Ernst Gellner, Anthrony Smith,
and Eric Hobsbawm for the first time from him. > Ben-Amos also highlighted
“structural analysis” as an essential aspect of the field of prose narratives. He regarded
the structuralist methodology, which postmodern thought now deems outdated, as the
foundation of cultural studies. This approach, which he emphasized within the context
of folk literature, greatly helped my understanding on how to deconstruct the concept
of “folklor oynamak” (to dance folklore) in my research on folk dance.*

It is noteworthy that Dan Ben-Amos titled his folk literature course ‘“Prose
Narratives.” With his interest in and sensitivity to the theory of “genre” in folklore,

2 See https://www.sas.upenn.edu/folklore/faculty/dbamos. Accessed on 20 April 2023.

3 See Anderson, Benedict. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationa-
lism. London, New York: Verso; Gellner, Ernest. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca, New York: Cornell
University Press; Smith, Anthony D. 1983. Theories of Nationalism. New York: Holmes and Meier Publishers;
Hobsbawm, Eric. 1990. Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Program, Myth, Reality. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

4 See Arzu Oztiirkmen. 2002. “I Dance Folklore”, Fragments of Culture: The Everyday of Modern Turkey, eds.
Deniz Kandiyoti, Ayse Saktanber, IB Tauris; Arzu Oztiirkmen. 2007. “The Multiple Faces of Meaning in the
Structural Analysis of Modern Turkish Folk Dance Tradition,” Dance Structures: Perspectives on the Analysis
of Human Movement, ed. Adrienne L. Kaeppler & Elsie Ivanchic Dunin. Budapest: Akademiai Kiado, pp.349-
356.
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our professor was interested 1n a comparative and intertextual approach to different
forms of narration, such as folktales, epics, jokes, and legends. In this context, he
was one of the most influential folklore theorists who wrote about genre theory and
the definition of folklore. In his influential article “Towards a Definition of
Folklore in Context” published in Towards New Perspectives in Folklore, he was
one of the first folklorists to highlight the performance context of storytelling.” His
definition of “folklore as artistic communication in small communities” paved the
way for a completely different approach to modern ethnographic studies and
various forms of representation in an urban context. Similarly, it allowed for a
reevaluation of folklore collections that had been compiled in national archives
throughout the 19th century and had become essentially immutable in their
historical ethnographic contexts. This significant paradigm shift in folklore
studies, which emerged in the United States in the 1970s, introduced a novel
theoretical approach that transcended the nationalist discourse that had become
prevalent during the nation-building process of the first half of the 20th century.
Richard Dorson, one of the founding professors of the discipline, characterized the
pioneering folklorists of this new approach, including Dan Ben-Amos, as the
“Young Turks of folklore” due to their radicalism in his book Folklore and Folk
Life, published in the same year. °

In the 1990s, students of Dan Ben-Amos took “Introduction to the History of
Folklore” alongside “Prose Narratives” with considerable interest. This course
covered the biographies of the pioneering personalities who explored folklore for
the first time in their native countries during the nation-building processes. Many
folklorists may have first heard of Giuseppe Cocchiara, who wrote an important work
on European folklore in the 1980s, from Dan Ben-Amos. Similarly, he took a leading
editorial role in the translation into English of Herman Bausinger’s Folk Culture in
a World of Technology, a book that introduced the concept of “denationalization” of
folklore in Germany, and wrote an essential introduction describing the significance
of the book to international readers.’

My interest in the history of folklore studies during the transition from Ottoman
to Republican era was greatly influenced by Dan Ben-Amos. When [ was writing
my dissertation “Folklore and Nationalism in Turkey” in 1993, he had made
very significant observations regarding the poetics of the thesis narrative. With
his proficiency in prose narrative, he believed that the narrative of a dissertation
should also contain breaking points, thrilling details, and unexpected twists. This
relationship with writing has guided my academic writing from my PhD dissertation

5 See Dan Ben-Amos. 1972. “Toward a Definition of Folklore in Context”, in Americo Paredes and Richard
Bauman (eds.) Toward New Perspectives in Folklore, University of Texas Press, pp.3-15; Dan Ben-Amos. 1977.
“The Concept of Genre in Folklore”, Studia Fennica, 20: 30-43; Dan Ben-Amos (ed.). 2014. Folklore Genres.
American Folklore Society Bibliographical and Special Series Book 26.

6 See Richard M. Dorson. 1972. Folklore and Folklife: An Introduction. University of Chicago Press

7 See Giuseppe Cocchiara. 1981. The History of Folklore in Europe. Institute for the Study of Human Issues; Dan
Ben-Amos (1990) “Foreword,” Folk Culture in a World of Technology, Hermann Bausinger, Indiana University
Press, s.vii-x.
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to the article I dedicated to him most recently. He was also an excellent storyteller
and writer.

In the 2000s, Dan Ben-Amos’s professional life adopted a new path. In 1999,
the Department of Folklore and Folklife, which had been established in 1962, was
shut down, as the University of Pennsylvania was also affected by the decline in
Humanities programs at many American universities.® Dan Ben-Amos continued his
studies in the Department of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies while his professors
were transferred to other departments. This situation allowed him to focus more
intently on Middle Eastern folklore and Jewish folktales, something he had delayed
for a long time. His three-volume series Jewish Folk Tales exposes the cultural
diversity of tales from the Safardic tradition, Eastern Europe, and the Arab world.’

Dan Ben-Amos’s emphasis on the institutional culture of folklore and the
sustainability of institutions was one of his distinguishing characteristics. In 1988,
I had attended my first annual meeting of the American Folklore Society, which
coincided with the organization’s centennial anniversary celebrations, where I had
the opportunity to see all of the founding figures of folklore studies. Sadly, such large
gatherings were short-lived, as many of our first-generation professors passed away
or retired early. Dan Ben-Amos contributed significantly to the organization in
which he grew up as a board member of the American Folklore Society from 1977
to 1980, as the associate editor of the Journal of American Folklore from 1981 to
1984, and as the book editor from 1988 to 1990. Although he worked at the
University of Pennsylvania, he frequently attended Indiana University’s social
gatherings. In this regard, we, particularly his international students, owe him
gratitude for his continual commitment. In 2014, he received the AFS Lifetime
Scholarly Achievement Award, a well-deserved acknowledgement.

My dear friend and colleague Meltem Tiirk6z, who joined the Department of
Folklore at the University of Pennsylvania from Turkey as well also wrote her
doctoral dissertation with him." In fact, Dan Ben-Amos’s knowledge and genuine
interest in Turkey were crucial factors in our decision to work with him. Dan Ben-
Amos was very familiar with the “sohber” (conversation) cultural form, having spent
his youth in the Middle Eastern cultural context. Since sohbet was also reflected in
the way he lectured, many American students found his lectures to be ‘different’ from
those of other professors due to his slow style and sense of humor. For Meltem and

8 In fact, the Department of Folklore and Folklife, established at the University of Pennsylvania in 1962, predates

the more well-known Indiana University Folklore Institute (1965).

9 See Dan Ben-Amos, Dov Noy & Ellen Frankel (eds). 2006. Folktales of the Jews 1: Tales from the Sephardic
Dispersion, Jewish Publication Society; Dan Ben-Amos, Dov Noy & Ellen Frankel (eds). 2007. Folktales of the
Jews 2: Tales from Eastern Europe, Jewish Publication Society; Dr. Dan Ben-Amos. 2011. Folktales of the Jews
3: Tales from Arab Lands, Jewish Publication Society.

10 See Meltem Tiirkoz. 2004. The Social Life of the State’s Fantasy: Memories and Documents on Turkey’s
Surname Law of 1934. PhD dissertation, University of Pennsylvania. See also Meltem Tiirkoz. 2017. Naming
and Nation-Building in Turkey: The 1934 Surname Law. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.
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I, however, we were rather familiar with his style that reminded us of an ‘Ottoman
gentleman.’ In September 2015, when he attended the meeting of the International
Society for Folk Narrative Research in Ankara, he told us that he was thrilled to
meet so many Turkish folklorists. Before he departed for Ankara, we were able to
host him and his wife with Meltem Tirkoz in Istanbul. In subsequent years, we met
him at the American Folklore Society meetings. The last time I corresponded with
him was in 2020, following the publication of my article “ Folklore in the Time of
Young Turks: Situating a New Discipline in Nineteenth Century Ottoman Thought
“ which I gratefully dedicated to him."" I would like to share here a portion of the
message he sent me, recalling the Young Turk label ascribed to his generation. “As
a Young Turk, I enjoyed reading your article... I still need to read it a few more
times so that I will remember the names of these five intellectuals and place them
and their ideas in the right place, but it will be a learning experience doing that... I
think that it is important for all of us to know that England, Central and Northern
Europe and the US were not the only places where serious thinkers and scholars
placed folklore on the intellectual map of their respective countries.”!?

As Meltem Tiirkdz currently serves today on the board of directors of the
American Folklore Society and I serve on the board of the Journal of American
Folklore, there is no doubt that going through Dan Ben-Amos’s training had a big
impact on us. We will greatly miss our dear professor Dan Ben-Amos for his
knowledge, human relations, and dedication to the field in which he was raised.

11 Arzu Oztiirkmen. 2020. “Folklore in the Time of Young Turks: Situating a New Discipline in Nineteenth Century
Ottoman Thought”, Western Folklore ,79/2-3: 139-178.
12 E-mail message, July 1, 2020.
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